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The Story in Six Acts 

After creation and prior to the fall what was the function of life (Gen. 1, 2)?    What made up 
the moments of humanity’s existence?  What filled Adam’s days with hope and purpose?  
Prior to the fall there was nothing but the stewardship of the world over which God placed 
man (Gen. 1:26, 28).  Prior to the fall there was unadulterated intimacy with one’s spouse and 
with God. 
 
There was no shame, no guilt, nothing but harmony between all things created and with God.  
After the fall what is the function of life?  What makes up the moments of our lives?  What is 
to fill our days with hope and purpose?  What drove Adam and Eve to get up everyday with a 
sense of purpose and meaning?  Was their stewarding of creation secondary to some greater 
purpose or was this their purpose?  In the Story Israel is pictured as a blessing to the nations 
(Gen. 12:3).  How were they to carry out this prophecy/promise?  How does the mandate in 
Matthew 28 blend with the stewarding of God’s creation? 
 
Is the making and maturing of disciples different than the role of reigning over God’s garden?  
Are the two in opposition or are we to make disciples while we reign?  The structure of the 
text would suggest that as we are going we are to be making and maturing disciples.  The 
mandate is not dictated by vocation, but in vocation.  Is disciple-making a different vocation 
than reigning over God’s garden?   
 
Is the language of abandonment in following Christ consistent with still providing for one’s 
spouse (1 Cor. 7:33) and household (1 Tim. 5:8)?  If the shadow is not intrinsically wrong and is 
capable of being enjoyed (1 Tim. 6:17), then should there not be a “truce” between two 
concepts such as evangelizing and what some call worldliness or materialism?  If we are in the 
world, but not of the world then should we not be able to possess shadow without the shadow 
possessing us (John 17:15-19)?   
 
As those who have been redeemed from sin what does this now look like and mean in the 
context of our daily living?  Darkness is constant, but does this mean we are without hope and 
victory?  Is the worship of God in the context of stewardship sustainable?  Is this not where all 
of creation is headed (Rev. 4, 5, 22)?  Is this act alone sufficient to keep one going as life’s 
provision is now done by the sweat of one’s brow?  Is this motive substantial enough to get us 
up everyday with purpose? 
 
It is my premise that living life as a disciple of Christ in the context of His Story enables all of 
life to be celebrated and in the celebration to communicate the gospel.  Some find great 
satisfaction in dictating and describing in great detail what this life looks like for each 
individual.  I, however, prefer to describe this life as one of constant recall as to the broader 
picture of God’s Story.   
 



Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

What is this Story?  Who God is as Trinity is enough for His own eternal satisfaction and 
happiness.  There is nothing outside of God necessary for God to exist.  Of His own will He 
chose to create.  Within creation He gave only one object personhood and thus reflecting His 
image and likeness through intellect, volition, and emotion.  He and all He creates enable 
humanity in Adam and Eve to enjoy Him and glorify Him through their enjoyment.  Adam 
and Eve were to steward God’s creation and thus reflect God through their enjoyment of Him 
and His shadow.  Adam and Eve, however, rejected this and thus rejected God.  The 
consequence of their choice was indescribable horror.  God, however, reversed the curse and 
restored them to a place of freedom and family.  Through this act humanity once again 
worships God.    This is God’s Story, and this is the Story we are to live in.  What does this 
mean for you and me? 
 
First, those who accept God’s answer to humanity’s problem are followers of Christ.  These 
followers are disciples.  To believe is to follow.  The two ideas are inseparably linked.  As a 
believer the issue is not whether one is or is not a disciple.  What discipleship looks like is 
dictated by personality and circumstances.  One is no more or less a disciple based on 
vocation, activity, or possession.   
 
Second, vocational ministry is unique to those who are vocational ministers.  Vocational 
ministers are those whose livelihood is provided by their work.  Such a position does not 
determine one’s worth or spirituality.  Each part compliments other parts (1 Cor. 12).   
 
How does this change our individual and corporate perspective?  First, as individuals we are 
to celebrate our present work.  Such celebration is possible as we understand how everything 
is from God, sustained by God, and for God (Rom. 11:36; Col. 1:15-17).  Second, corporately we 
should enable each individual to celebrate their present circumstances in light of God’s 
overarching Story.  What this looks like for each part is incapable of dictation by those in 
oversight or by others within the Story. 
 
The purpose of the church is to enable each individual to live in the larger Story of God 
whereby their lives answer the questions intrinsic to their existence.  Herein lays biblical 
significance and purpose.  The gathered Church should seek to worship God as the end and 
purpose of their existence.  There should be intentional instruction as to the Story’s content and 
how to live Story in various circumstances.  There can be weekly gatherings, between the 
corporate gatherings, to encourage living in Story.  The gathered church should seek to gather 
others into the family of God by inviting all to know and live in the Story.  The means of 
enabling are distinct to every gathered assembly, but each should seek to celebrate the 
grandeur of God’s Story and thus facilitate the singular worship of God. 


